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works as a children’s librarian for the 
San Francisco Public Library.
’94  After spending 13 years building a 
successful company, Reid RIDGWAY 
left corporate life to work as a profes-
sional scuba diving instructor and  
freelance journalist in Thailand. After 
the tsunami devastated Thailand, he 
founded the nonprofit Eco Tourism 
Training Center, which trains Thai 
young people for careers in environ-
mental tourism.
’96  James Lee (Sonny) ARONSON 
is a working filmmaker, based in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., and he also teaches 
film at New York University. His  
latest documentary, Danielson: A 
Family Movie, has just been released 
to DVD following a theatrical run 
this past winter and a successful string 
of festival dates prior to that. 
’00  Renata RENDON is the new 
advocacy director for the Americas at 
Amnesty International USA; prior to 
this, she served with AI’s Stop the 
Violence Against Women projects, 
primarily addressing murders of 
women in Mexico and Guatemala. 
She completed a joint master’s degree 
in Latin American and Caribbean 
studies and journalism at New York 
University in 2003.

Kresge College
’75  Brent PARTRIDGE and Sakuzo 
Takada did team translations of about 
8,000 contemporary Japanese haiku 
during the years 1988 through 2000.
’77  Donna ROBERTS taught school 
for a year at Kahuru High in North 
Shore Oahu, and then she got involved 
in film; she is executive producer for 
Young & Roberts Film Foundation, 
and she has written feature films on 
artist Claude Monet and bicycle racer 
Marshall (“Major”) Taylor.
’78  Vicki SMITH is a professor in 
and chair of the Sociology Department 
at UC Davis.
’81  Ellen DEE Davidson is the  
author of Princess Justina Albertina,  
a story about a girl who likes to  
have her own way. When this horrid  
princess declares “I want a pet!,” her 
nanny searches far and wide to find 
the pet of Princess Justina Albertina’s 
dreams, which results in a satisfying 
comeuppance.
’82  Catherine JUDD received her 
Ph.D. from UC Berkeley in 1992  
and teaches British literature at the 
University of Miami, where she is an 

associate professor; she lives in Miami 
with her two children, Helena (10) and 
Jack (4). Nana MONTGOMERY is 
attending San Jose State University in 
the social work master’s program; she 
has a master’s of fine arts from San 
Francisco State University and runs 
her own graphic design business.
’92  In 2005, Kristen GUZMAN 
completed her Ph.D. in history at 
UCLA and had her first book, Self- 
Help Graphics & Art: Art in the Heart 
of East Los Angeles, published through 
the UCLA Chicano Studies Research 
Center Press; she holds a tenure track 
position as a professor of Chicano and 
U.S. history at Santa Ana College.
’95  Robert SCHMITT has been 
promoted from senior deputy city  
attorney to assistant city attorney in 
Roseville (Calif.).
’03  Galen ROEHL is working  
as an adviser to U.S. Senator Sam 
Brownback (Rep., Kansas) on the 
Senate Judiciary Committee; he and 
Trish Wendell were planning to get 
married in June.
’04  Scott CHEMA wrote and directed 
his first movie, Prize of the Pacific, a 
story of two brothers and a girl, 
whom neither knows well, traveling 
in a Mustang convertible from South 
Dakota to Santa Cruz; the film pre-
miered in Sacramento in March.

Oakes College
’82  Cheryl EDWARDS is working 
as an OB/GYN physician in the  
upper peninsula of Michigan after  
10 years of private practice in Las 
Vegas; she is running marathons, trav-
eling, and riding Harley motorcycles.
’89  David SHUMAN, a veterinarian 
with a practice in Santa Cruz, volun-
teered his veterinary services for a  
research trip to Antarctica with 
Daniel Costa, UCSC professor of ecol-
ogy and evolutionary biology; Shuman 
spent five weeks in sub-zero tempera-
tures helping to tag crabeater seals.
’92  Sharon ANOLIK Shakked is 
privacy officer for Blue Shield of 
California; she recently welcomed her 
second son and was featured in 
California Lawyer magazine.
’94  Aaron KERNER’s book 
Representing the Catastrophic: Coming 
to Terms with ‘Unimaginable’ Suffering 
and ‘Incomprehensible’ Horror in Visual 
Culture was published this year; he 
currently teaches in the Cinema 
Department at San Francisco State 

University. Ilisa KESSLER and her 
partner of 10 years, Lilla Magee, are 
loving life in the Bay Area, especially 
after the birth of their daughter, 
Parker, in January. 

College Eight
’80  James THOMPSON (M.S., 
marine sciences ’82) and Brenda 
VENDOUZIS Thompson recently 
celebrated their 25th wedding  
anniversary at Yosemite. Jim is teach-
ing nature photography at CSU 
Monterey Bay and environmental sci-
ences and microbiology at Monterey 
Peninsula College, while Brenda or-
chestrates budgets for the Information 
Technology Department at CSUMB.
’81  After Roland WRIGHT retired 
as a U.S. Air Force major from Hill 
Air Force Base in Utah in 2002, he 
earned a second master’s degree in ed-
ucation and is now a science teacher 
at Salville Middle School in North 
Las Vegas; he and his wife, Bacardi, 
have been married 23 years and have 
two sons.
’91  Melissa NELSON is a professor 
of American Indian studies at San 
Francisco State University; she earned 
her Ph.D. in cultural ecology/Native 
American studies from the UC Davis. 
In 2005, she coproduced the award-
winning documentary film, The Salt 
Song Trail: Bringing Creation Back 
Together and a musical CD, Songscapes 
of Native America. Melissa is an en-
rolled member of the Turtle 
Mountain Chippewa Tribe.

Graduate Studies
’76  Madeline BURNSIDE (Ph.D., 
history of consciousness) is the new 
executive director of the Frazier 
International History Museum  
in Louisville, Ky., which features 
American and European arms and 
live historical interpretations; prior to 
taking this position, she was executive 
director of the Mel Fisher Maritime 
Heritage Society in Key West, Fla., 
for 16 years.
’81  Michael GARWOOD (M.S., 
chemistry; Ph.D., chemistry ’85), a 
professor at the University of 
Minnesota Medical School, received 
the 2007 Gold Medal Award at the 
Joint Annual Meeting of the 
International Society for Magnetic 
Resonance in Medicine and the 
European Society for Magnetic 

Resonance in Medicine and Biology 
at the society’s meeting in Berlin in 
May. Garwood has advanced ways to 
non-invasively diagnose cancer and 
monitor response to cancer treatment 
therapies.
’85  Joe HAYES  (M.S., Earth scienc-
es) is living in The Gunks area of the 
Hudson River Valley of N.Y., working 
on preserving local open space, doing 
some middle-aged rock climbing, and 
raising three kids with his wife, Robin 
ALPERT Hayes (Cowell ’85).

In Memoriam
’79  Ken DURLING (Oakes), a 
longtime Bay Area musician, compos-
er, beloved teacher to hundreds of stu-
dent musicians, and organist at Grace 
North Church in Berkeley, died April 
4 of injuries sustained in a car acci-
dent while vacationing in Northern 
California; he was 54.
’81  Nancy DENENBERG (Kresge), 
yogini, world traveler, teacher of 
English in Japan, Feldenkrais practi-
tioner, physical therapist, and active 
participant in the Ann Arbor Jewish 
Reconstructionist community, died of 
cancer in July 2006 at the age of 45; 
she is survived by her husband, son, 
and other family members, including 
her sister Julie (Kresge ’87).
’82  Alice BAACKE (College Eight), 
who served as activity director of 
Elderday in Santa Cruz until her  
retirement in 1991 and later as a 
Hospice volunteer, died in Fremont, 
Ohio, at the age of 81.
’88  Ruth FRANKENBERG (Ph.D., 
history of consciousness), a professor 
of American studies at UC Davis from 
1988 to 2004, who was best known 
for her groundbreaking study on gen-
der and whiteness, White Women, Race 
Matters: The Social Construction of 
Whiteness, died in Bangalore, India,  
on April 22 at age 59. 
’02  Jay LAU (Cowell; M.A., educa-
tion, ’06) a first-year middle-school 
math and science teacher in San 
Francisco, drowned May 15 while  
vacationing in Hawaii; he was 27.
’03  Alice MARINE (Cowell), who 
worked for the County of Santa Cruz 
as a social worker with Community 
Connections and the Homeless 
Persons Health Project and was a cer-
tified massage therapist and a passion-
ate traveler who loved adventure and 
making new friends, died in Santa 
Cruz on January 24; she was 25.  
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