
How do you build a $99 million library?

When retired English professor Connie Wright 
was six years old, she made visits to San Francisco with her 

grandfather to buy the latest “Oz” books. 
 It was the 1930s and the beginning of a love affair with books 
that has lasted for seven decades. In the course of her academic 
career, Connie built her collection of 16th, 17th, and 18th century 
scholarly books originally printed for students of the period who 
were studying Virgil, Ovid, and other classical authors. The oldest 
book in her collection, an Aldine edition of the works of Statius 

published in 1502, is an “unbelievably beautiful” volume.

One precious  
book at a time.
Thanks to Connie’s generosity, 
tomorrow’s UCSC scholars will  
also benefit from these priceless 
volumes. She’s donated 20 books 
from historically renowned printers  
to UCSC Library Special Collections. 
And, to ensure that all of the books 
in Special Collections are preserved, 
she has funded a preservation lab in 
the new McHenry Library Expansion.

As a board member of the Friends 
of the UCSC Library, Connie sup-
ports the library and its collections. 
With the rest of the Friends, she has 
helped the library raise $4.25 million 
in private support—over halfway to 
the $8 million McHenry Expansion 
campaign goal. With your help, the 
library will reach its goal: to become 
a research and study facility for the 
entire Santa Cruz community.

At UCSC, people like Connie are 
behind all of our programs and prog-
ress. Last year, UCSC received more 
than $25 million from individuals, 
corporations, and foundations who 
cared enough to support the future. 

Gifts to UCSC strengthen the  
future. For more information, call 
Jennifer Svihus at (831) 459-5591 
or e-mail her at jsvihus@ucsc.edu.

giving.ucsc.edu

r.
 r

. j
o

n
es

 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
SANTA CRUZ

Chancellor
George R. Blumenthal

Vice Chancellor, University Relations
Donna Murphy

UC SANTA CRUZ REVIEW  
 
Publisher
Barry Shiller, Associate Vice 
Chancellor, Public Affairs  
and Communications

Editor
Jim Burns

Art Director / Designer
Jim MacKenzie

Associate Editors
Robert deFreitas
Mary Ann Dewey

Writers
Guy Lasnier
Jennifer McNulty
Gwen Mickelson
Scott Rappaport
Doreen Schack
Tim Stephens

Cover Photography
Judith Calson

Produced by UC Santa Cruz  
Public Affairs
Carriage House
University of California
1156 High Street 
Santa Cruz, CA 95064-1077  

Voice: 831.459.2501
Fax: 831.459.5795
E-mail: jrburns@ucsc.edu
Web: review.ucsc.edu

UC Santa Cruz (USPS 650940)
Vol. 45, No. 3 / March 2008

UC Santa Cruz is a series of administrative 
periodicals published in July, September, 
November, and March by University Relations 
at the University of California, Santa Cruz. 
Periodicals postage paid at Santa Cruz, CA 
95060. Postmaster: Send address changes 
to the University of California, Santa Cruz, 
University Relations, 1156 High St., Santa 
Cruz, CA 95064-1077.

3/08(0708-392/89.2m)

UC SANTA CRUZ
R E V I E W

Departments

Campus Update .................................................................................................................... 2

Alumni News ....................................................................................................................... 24

Alumni Notes ...................................................................................................................... 26

In thIs Issue

Radio Active
Jesse Thorn (B.A. American 
studies, Porter ’03) has gone 
national with The Sound  
of Young America, which first 
aired at UCSC in 1999.

Ahead of the Curve
His UCSC education led 
Mark Headley (B.A. politics 
and economics, Stevenson 
’83) to a career that was 
ahead of its time.

Art from Science
Assistant professor of art 
Melissa Gwyn interprets four 
of the top 10 “Molecules 
that Matter” for a novel  
exhibition in New York.

Health Care Rx
Graduates of UCSC’s  
innovative health sciences 
program are good medi- 
cine for California’s ailing 
health-care system.

New Leadership
Chancellor George 
Blumenthal focuses on  
the future of the University. 
(His inauguration is set  
for June 6—see page 2.)

Engineering Hope
Electrical engineer Wentai 
Liu designs prostheses 
that communicate directly 
with the nervous system—
and change lives.

Shop to be Safe?
Sociology professor  
Andrew Szasz says “buying 
green” may be lulling  
consumers into a false 
sense of security. 
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